
O'VJodeunity, Challenges and 

I i  1s unpossiblc to dcfitlc rnodcm~ty or post~rrodcni~ty from the postmudcrnist 
] ~ C ~ S ~ ~ C C ~ [ ~ ~ C .  because tl~ere t.< no one shared po~tinodemist perspectrve. Accord- 

rng to postrnodern dfscoursos. cvcl-yonc has his or hex dcfi~lition and 110 otlc'5 

dcfi~lltlon I S  inherently more nlitt~c~itlc than othcrs. Pas~tnodcr~~ism has heen n 
srrearn of  llmtlght predorninan tl y 111 nl~e arts. literature and phi IosopIly. .qpparcnrly. 

~t ha< Itad sonic impacts on thtologinns and brbl~cal sd~olnrs. I ~ i t  relarirely little 

or1 ~cicnt~s ls .  M O E ~  social sclrntists. j t ~ s t  like natural scienticlq. do nor IjeIicve ill 
posrinodcrnism, In rt.+ extreme forms, ~-rostmodemistii corlqtlrutcs 3 profound re- 

pudiatro~l of the cntirc* \\-rstem phllosophic~l tradition. anti i t  reprcscilts a form of 

extreme skepttcistn nl?out hurl-tan ability to cnrr?. on scientific endcnvor. 111 this 

nrticle. I w-iII  not d~vcI1 nn  postmodernist epistcmolo_ry As a sociolog~st, 1 focus 
or1 tlic social phenomctia. 1r1~an whicl~ postmndcnllsts clar n1 10 base their sejcct~on 
(lf 1nodcmi5m or ~noden~i ly  

and Modernity 

Lei us 1Ic~in w.1111 the conccpt of ~noclernization. Madernizo~ia~i I S  a grand 
1)i'oces~ ofchnllgci~lg firom the tradlt ionul li li- to the modern Iifc. I t  jjlcludes cl-iange< 
m almost c\ cv ;~sl ,cc~ of human Iit~cAncltiding rationalization, dcrnocratrzation. 
~ndustr~alizat roil, urhanizatron. etc. f r l  a1 1 or thcsc cl-ranges, modemit y emeqcs as 
thc nnrlihes~< of prc-rtlrldcrnity 

I. Rationalization 

111 the real tn of tli!nking and ~ ~ I V \ V I I I ~ .  prc-modem qocrct) nutl~or~ty coinex 
from the tratllr~on nnd rclig1011 or hahitc and beliefs I t1  mndcl-n tinnes. rntlonali!~ 
becomes the  nnIy fnundation for aull~crrity Frcrrch pll~losophel- Rcrli. nercancs 
declares lhat -'C't)q~ro, ~ r ~ o  rrtm" - 1 tlirrtk. tllcrefore I an-r. No t i . ~ t r l i  is I nlid 

it lthout carefut examinntion by ~ a t ~ o n a l ~ t v .  unrl t ~ o  k n o ~ ~ l e d ~ e  11:. mund \\ itllout 

follo\r irag lhc logic od'rcnsoilin_e Another French thinker Augltslc Co111tc ;i<5~1.ts 

thnt human knowledge has cx olved through three ct;lpcq, from the thcol~gici~l  nr  

Rctitlor~s. to the metaphy<ic.il nr abstract. and finally IWM' 10 the  scrcnti f i c  nl. 

P O F I ~ I ~ ~ I S ~ ~ C  Modern scrence i s  t,ascrl 011 lea5onln~ and c~npi rlcal cvldencc. t h r c ~ g h  

obfcn .at~~ns  atld euperlments. The p(>vier of rat~onality i h  hclicvcd to be ~inl~rr~ited 

Tiere are ttring.; thnt science Ras nut yct known, bur there Ir nnthmg tl~ai sc~encc 

cannot know. According ro quell early inrv3cmrsts. rel~gion is  thc pre-inodem wav 

of rhinking, wharca.: ccience belongs to ~ h r  inudern They b c l i c ~ e  that the tri- 

iimpl~ of science wrll rcncler rebigion ~lsclccu. r h u ~  religini~ will dcclrnc and evcn- 

tuatly dirappcar as sclciice progresses and sc lc~ ) t~Ac  editcatinn bccots~c- U I I ~ I  crsal 

Sorne modcn~~sts  argitc tliat religjon should rleul~i~e and disnppcar bccrrusc I r  has 

bccomc an obstacIe of  sc~cntrfic progress and social olut~on. 

ll. Democratization 

Prc-modern society nonllnl I? I~aq t heocrnr~c po11ttc;il sykrcnn. Thcncsncy 1:. 

~ o t  really rule by god. but in real~ty i r  tc nilc by thr rcprcre~itn~~\eCs) of god. r t h o  

arc klngc or lords enthroned by rcl~glou.; 1,ricsts Xloclsrn ~,c>l~trcs 1s based on 

social contract and democracy Dcmocrdcy ic mlc by peoplc, ot'tcn tlzrouzl> tlect- 

ing rcprcsentatlLcs. Elcctcd jeaders liolcl pn\tJei n ~ t h i n  limited tcthnl<. Acco~d~llg 

to carry modemi-t~, dcrnocrat~c pol~trcs a190 incnns the ~najority rulu. 1.r . the  n i l 1  

of the Inajolitv will be c a l l  ~ u d  out. \\-hereat thc lnln~rity has to I elent. F.Io1 cover. 

rule of  law means buru;iucratizat~on In a bur'unuct'ncy. there are pafitrtjnr and  

role?  hat qualified pcople fil I .  and nllcs that everyone .ihould f~llo~.; Bt~rcaucra- 

tiriliion i s ,  not  just l i ~ n ~ t e d  i7 pollt!cs. but dornu~nlcs olflcr qeclors 04-sociul!, n \  
well. 

Ill. Industrialization 

IntSustry rcjliaccs agsiculturc ap. tllc dominant t'onn of ccono1nlc l~mduct~oii- 
Industrial~zat~on means mass ploducrlon. \rhich requlres sttlct drsc~pl~ne  on thc 

part of workers. For the  purpose niefficlcl~ry and  producti\.!ty, dlvrsron o f  I:~bor 
is essen~rnl, and i~lcrl~talit!~ is  inevrtable. Possrqstng capital is  inole Important than 

possessing land or cttnrcs. Productivity 1s nlorc ilrlpona~lt tharl nccuinu lntion o i  

gold and silver Prod~ic t i \~ tv  even bccomc.: thc mcasnre of hunlat~ i r i ~ l ~ l c  or 
ii~orthiness. 








