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Great smial changes ere often accompanied by moral crises. 

This paper calls attention to the socioIogica1 concept of Utension. " It 

argues that the healthy development of smiety needs moral tensim 

over material changesv and the more rapid the social changes, the 

more tension the society needs. The paper first traces t he  develop 

ment of the concept of "tension" in smiology, then examines ma& 

festations of tension in Western society: tension and the differentia- 

tion of moral authority and civic authority, tension and the paraud 

revolution ad material advancements and spiritual renewals, tension 

and social change. It alsa points out some misunderstandings about 

certain aspects of Western culture. 

Max Weber first intrduced the concept of "tension" in analyz- 

ing various religions. In some religions, uasceticisrn" makes its 6e- 

Eievess reject or oppose worldly things. This opposition causes ten- 

sion with the world. Weber distinguished between *other-wor1dIym 

asceticism, which completely rejects the world, and inner- 

worldly" asceticism, which opposes the world but stays within the 

world. Weber argued that a person who subscribes to inner-worldly 

asceticism would become a rational reformer because the constant 

tension with the world would be a driving farce for the person to 

strive to reshape society. Webea believed that Puritanism is the best 

example of the inner-world asceticism which became a catalyst for 

the emergence of the modern economic system of capitalism. Confu- 

cianism however lacked this tension and hence faikd to lead to mod- 

ern rational capitalism. 

Contemporary scholars have deveIeped tension into a smiologi- 

cal variable in their analysis of social institutions and movements. 

Tension is a variable of continuum. It is not only a concept of ethic 

or individual psychofogy, but also an attribute of institutions. With 

this understanding* it may be more accurate to say that traditional 

Confucianism in general had generated a low degree of tension with 

its smial-cultural environment. 

In the West, the rnodernizatian prmess started with institu- 

tional differentiation of moral authority and civic authority, result- 

ing in the formal separation of church and state. The tension be- 

ween the moral and civic authorities served the healthy deveIopment 

of society. Along with the technological and material revolarim, 

there has alsa k n  a religious and spiritual revolution. Economic d e  

velopment or material revolution by itself cannot create a smiety 

with liberty, equality and justice. Corrupt influences and elements 

in the secular world have to be challenged, condemned, and cor- 

rected with the power and anthority coming from its spiritual re- 

sources. Some religions thus become a leverage for social change be- 

cause of the moral and institutional tension they generate. 





a Max Weber,QThe S d g y  of ReI;&),Boston:Beacoo Press, 1963 *,ja 166 
3T 

Q R k  t %  20s-210 Em 
0 M k , % 2 0 7 n .  



@ Mrwr Webtr, 47% Reli& of C h h  r C o n f u c m  mad Taakm>New Yotk: Col- 
lier MaeMillan,t9.64 %.% 145 a. 

@ P3k,% 2 3 5 3 ,  
@ balkl% 235-236 





@ Thomas O'Bea,(Thc SccGdogy of &li&t),Englewd Cliffs,NJ:Printice- 
H d t 1 9 6 6  %,% 68 n. 

@ Benton Johnm,<On Chwch md S e c t > - * , & t M c m  S d g k d  Rmicur) 
M z8 B(19a3 .$.)A 542 E. 

@ Rodmy Stark and Wbrn B a i n b r i d ~ ,  CTk Fuhav of Migim), Berkeley and 
h An&eles.CA ,University of California Prcwr1985 4 ,Ti 429-430 a. 

@ Roger Finke m d  Rdncy Stark.<Thhr Ch-hmg of . Amen&, -. 1776- 1990:Wk 



@ R o h  Wuthnow IThc w w  of ~merkmt Religionr SacictY d 
S k  WmJd war 1 1 ,Pnncctm,NJ;Princeton University Press,l98B 8 .  

/ 





@ Kemeth WaldJ s IRch* rmd Pd& in the V&d S~arcr) (Washiiglon , DCr 
Convegational Quarterly Inc. ,1982)-#X.tTBm k%R PI &3%%%4R#F m*%fes 
3 & -. 

@ Jeffery Hadden, I T-d m - g  SC- T+)- 2, C- 
Fwccd% 65 %(I987 $I% 587-611 E. 

@ Andrew Greeley ,t Religiau Change in A&D) .Harvard University Pres, 1989 
9. 

@ A Fib m d  Statk,lggZ +- 





@J Erik E h k i k s o n ~ ~ L ~ B # f i E Z 4 Y o u n g ~ a n  Ltrthcr)-#,WT 16@f2%&iJt 
* % W 9 T m  BB@J&@f&73Ht&fEl*#T. 




